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Wishing all our families a very happy half term. Students have worked incredibly

hard this half term to develop both in class and in their passions.

I would like to say an especial thanks to parents, students, and staff who came to

our Black History Month performance. This year, as well as being a great

celebration of talent, it really told original stories inspired by the stories of Black

History Month. We were treated to an outstanding performance from our dance

teacher at Streets Ahead. Our choir, made up of many new students in Year 7,

did a double-bill concert for both Black History Month and for our Trust event on

the 22nd of October.

The Trust event was hosted this year at Mulberry Woodside, and our colleagues

from other schools were incredibly complimentary about the young people

involved and the work of the school.

Well done to our Year 7s, who have navigated the building, new friendships, new

hobbies, and brought a whole new energy to the school. Well done to our Year

10s for settling into KS4; well done to our Year 11 students, who have had

consistently above 90% attendance at their additional lessons after school each

day. To our Year 8s for stepping up a gear, and to our Year 9s for focusing on the

skills and behaviours needed for preparing for their assessments this week.

Next half term, we look forward to the electives beginning with Year 9, including

their trip and career events. Year 11 will follow normal times for enrichment week

and for those in school.

Thank you to our families for their support this half term. When we come

back after half term, we will have another parent social coffee morning

where all are invited and a parent survey to see what we can do to

improve your school.

Key dates for the Christmas half term:

Mon 10-Novto Fri 14-Nov - Year 11 Mock exams

Wed 19-Nov - Year 7 to 11 Flu Vaccinations

Thu 20-Nov - Year 7 winter ball

Tue 25-Nov - Year 8 Careers Fair

Fri 28-Nov - KS3 reports sent home

Fri 28-Nov - Praise Week

Wed 10-Dec - Year 9 Photography Evening Exhibit

Thu 11-Dec - Year 9 Parents Evening

Wed 17-Dec - Winter Festival 

Ms Wallace's
Announcements
LATEST UPDATES FROM THE HEADTEACHER

TERM START
WEEK 1

If you have any specific questions
regarding the transfer of school
to the Mulberry Schools Trust,

please email

clerk@mulberryschoolstrust.org

DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS,

Ms. Wallace @mulberryaws

UPCOMING 
KEY DATES

Monday 3 - 

Friday 7 November

Enrichment Week

Monday 27 -

 Friday 31 October

Half Term break

Monday 10 November -

Friday 14 November

Year 11 Mock exams

Wednesday 19 November

Year 7 to 11 Flu

Vaccinations

Thursday 20 November

Year 7 Winter Ball

Tuesday 25 November

Year 8 Careers Fair

Friday 28 November 

KS3 reports sent home



Celebrating Black History MonthCelebrating Black History Month
October has been a month full of energy, creativity,
and community spirit. The school came alive with
colour, flavour, and rhythm as we celebrated Black
History Month together.

Our kitchen served up Afro-Caribbean favourites
that brought smiles to students and staff alike, while
the main hall filled with decorations, and posters
designed by our students that celebrated history,
culture, and identity.

The BHM performance was a real highlight, an
evening of singing, poetry, drama, and dance that
showcased not only the talented students at
Woodside, but their confidence and joy.

The celebrations didn’t stop there. Year 9 students ran
Sneakers Day to raise funds for the Godwin Lawson
Foundation, keeping the values of pride, respect, and
kindness at the centre of everything we do. There was
even a themed treasure hunt that had students racing
through clues across the school.

This month has reminded us that Black history isn’t
confined to October - it’s a story we live, learn, and
celebrate all year round.



Oak Club Gets Spooky
for Halloween

Creative Bakes and Spooky Designs
Our Year 9 students got into the Halloween spirit this week with a fun
after-school cookie design competition. Armed with icing, sprinkles, and
plenty of imagination, they created some brilliant (and occasionally
scary) designs inspired by ghosts, pumpkins, and all things spooky. It was
a great way to unwind after lessons and show a different kind of
creativity.

The Year 7 Oak Club got into the Halloween spirit this
week with an afternoon full of creativity and laughter.
Students decorated spooky cakes, designed eerie masks,
and took part in a few classic Halloween games. The
highlight of the day was the mummy-wrapping
competition. Congratulations to Lewis and Eren for their
winning skills!

Halloween is older than

Christianity and its

roots lead back to the

pre-Christian Celtic or

Pagan celebration of

Samhain. Samhain

translates as ‘Summer’s

End’ and took place

around 1st November.

The Celts believed the

veil between the living

and dead was thinnest

at this time of year.

They tried to ward off

ghosts and evil spirits

with bonfires, costumes

and masks to trick the

spirits into moving on.



Year 9 Visit ‘The Flowers of
Srebrenica’ Performance
This week, a group of our Year 9 students attended The
Flowers of Srebrenica, a powerful and moving theatre
performance about memory, loss and survival after the
1995 Srebrenica genocide in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Blending storytelling, movement and film, the
production shared the voices of survivors and their
families. It was inspired by Aidan Hehir’s illustrated
novel, which follows his journey from Sarajevo to the
Srebrenica Memorial Centre.

After the performance, students joined a Q&A with the
director, asking thoughtful questions about the creative
process and why it’s important to keep difficult
histories alive through art.

“It was emotional but important,” one student said. “It
showed how art can make people remember and care.”

The visit encouraged reflection and empathy, reminding
students how performance can give voice to those who
must never be forgotten.

Year 7 Shine in Their First
Praise Assembly

A group of 20 year 10 students took part in an AI workshop
organised by IBM on AI and Generative AI. Students developed
their creative problem-solving skills using IBM design to
brainstorm how AI can solve real-world problems. Students
were encouraged through a variety of activities to explore
technology and design thinking. 

If you are interested in developing your AI and technology
skills over the half term please visit
https://skillsbuild.org/students. They offer free courses for
students on AI, computing, design thinking and much more. 

Year 10 Explore the World
of AI with IBM

On the final day of this half term, our Year 7s had
their very first Praise Assembly, a well-deserved
celebration of their fantastic start at Woodside.
Since joining us in September, they’ve truly
embodied our values of pride, respect and kindness,
earning a remarkable 150,000+ collective praise
points in just one half term!

Badges were awarded to our top praise point
achievers, with special “Star Badges” given to our
Class Legends. It was a brilliant way to recognise how
well our newest students have settled in, showing
commitment, kindness and enthusiasm in everything
they do.

We’re so proud of Year 7 and can’t wait to see what
they achieve next term

https://skillsbuild.org/students


Safeguarding
Holiday and break times are a great
opportunity to check in on online safety. Use
this time to review and update privacy
settings on your child’s devices and social
media accounts to ensure their personal
information is protected. Remind children
about the importance of thinking before
they post encouraging them not to share too
much personal information or location
details while they are away. Discuss how
what they post online can stay there
permanently and might be seen by people
they don’t know. Encourage open
conversations about any uncomfortable
online interactions they may experience.
Setting boundaries around screen time and
monitoring device use during holidays helps
keep children safe and balanced. By taking
these steps, you can help your child enjoy
their break while staying secure and mindful
online.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding SEN provision, please feel free to get in
touch directly at jrees@mulberryschoolstrust.org

Last Monday, Mulberry Academy Woodside Year 9 students attended
the Schools' Day at New Scientist Live exhibition at Excel London.
The exhibition, like last year, had an inspiring array of experiences and
interactive opportunities and talks bring the world of science,
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) to life.
 
Highlights included exhibits on artificial intelligence (AI), robotics and
virtual reality (VR) showcasing their potential in medicine and health,
food and agriculture, and space exploration.
 
The day sparked curiosity and encouraged students to consider future
careers in STEM, from protecting our planet, to advancing space
travel. 

 One of the students on the trip commented' The science trip was an
amazing experience that allowed us to dig deeper into the world of
science having a lot of fun. Everyone I spoke to said they loved it.

Students attend New
Scientist Live exhibition

Aspirational breakfast
40 Year 11 students aiming for the most aspirational colleges, sixth
forms and and universities were in before dawn on Thursday for a
special breakfast conference. Fuelled by croissants and juice, Mr
Unadike spoke with them at length about the college & sixth form
application processes, A-Level revision strategies, and how to secure
those elusive grade 9s. We can't wait to see this group go on to achieve
wonderful results and make us all proud!

ATTENDANCE TOP TIP FOR PARENTS ATTENDANCE TOP TIP FOR PARENTS 
Half term is the perfect time to rest, relax, and recharge as a family. Use the
break to catch up on sleep, enjoy fun and meaningful activities together, and
get organised for the next half term. A well-balanced break helps children
return to school feeling refreshed, focused, and ready to learn.



TOP 3 FORMS

7Y

7I

7L

TOP 10 STUDENTS IN  Y7

Lyra HEAPY

Tanishah ISLAM

Ivana OBASI

Leah SHINKEY 

Maliha ALI

Kayla SENCAN

Lauren CORNWALL HEATH

Alena MIAH

Afra ADIBA

Sidrat AL MUNTAHA

TOP 10 STUDENTS IN Y8

Naimalee UKEGBU

Daniel AYZENBERG

Yusra ALI 

Tasnim Malak HAMZA

Naysa MOUKOUTA ELIMBI

Aisha AKHTAR

Ellie TRATTOU

Madihah MURSHIDA

Megan REDWAY

Laura BARANOWSKA 

TOP 10 STUDENTS IN Y9

Najma ABDI

Veer PATEL

Emilia KASIAK

Ada KABA

Leanne DA COSTA CANTE

Sohaib MOUSSOUNI

Nadia KALABUN

Tiago RODRIGUES

Kenza HAKIMI

Kaleb OLIVEIRA

TOP 10 STUDENTS IN Y10

Aden ALISOGLU

Kuzey HOCAOGLU

Tyreese HAYLES 

Armaan HOQUE

Selhan KAHRAMAN

Nawal ALI

Niah JARMON-JAMES

Aysima GULDAG

Aleksandra ALEKSANDROVA

Naila ALI

TOP 10 STUDENTS IN Y11

Keanna TAIWO

Mihaela MALANCA

Axam KAKANDE

Sana RAFIQ

Noah CHARLERY

Kimora BOGARTS

Dhruv GROVER

Jazmin HULUSI

Mehki BENNETT

Mimuna JALLOH 

1500
1540

House Competition
Winners:

Flag Making

Scratch Art 
1180

Weekly
Praise
Winner -
8567 pts

WEEKLY HOUSE SCORE

1400

Weekly
Attendance
Winner -
94.93%



THIS WEEK’S 
VALUES IN ACTION

THIS WEEK’S 
VALUES IN ACTION

ANTI-BULLYING WEEKANTI-BULLYING WEEK

EXPLAIN BULLYING CLEARLY KEEP COMMUNICATION OPEN

MODEL KINDNESS TEACH HOW TO STAND UP SAFELY

JOIN ANTI-BULLYING WEEK
ACTIVITIES

TALK TO YOUR CHILD ABOUT WHAT BULLYING LOOKS LIKE — WHETHER
IT’S PHYSICAL, VERBAL, SOCIAL, OR ONLINE. HELP THEM UNDERSTAND

THAT BULLYING IS NOT JUST TEASING BUT BEHAVIOUR THAT IS
REPEATED, INTENTIONAL, AND HURTFUL. USE REAL-LIFE EXAMPLES OR
STORIES TO SHOW HOW BULLYING CAN AFFECT OTHERS’ CONFIDENCE
AND WELLBEING. EMPHASISE EMPATHY AND THE IMPORTANCE OF

TREATING EVERYONE WITH RESPECT.

CREATE TIME EACH DAY TO TALK ABOUT SCHOOL AND FRIENDSHIPS. ASK
OPEN QUESTIONS LIKE “WHO DID YOU SIT WITH AT LUNCH?” OR “HOW DID
YOUR DAY FEEL TODAY?” REMIND YOUR CHILD THAT IT’S ALWAYS OKAY
TO TELL AN ADULT IF THEY OR SOMEONE ELSE IS BEING BULLIED. MAKE

SURE THEY KNOW THAT REPORTING BULLYING ISN’T “SNITCHING” — IT’S A
BRAVE AND CARING ACTION TO HELP SOMEONE.

CHILDREN LEARN FROM WHAT THEY SEE. SHOW KINDNESS IN YOUR
DAILY INTERACTIONS — SAY THANK YOU, APOLOGISE WHEN NEEDED,

AND TREAT OTHERS WITH RESPECT. POINT OUT EXAMPLES OF
KINDNESS IN YOUR CHILD’S BEHAVIOUR AND PRAISE THEM FOR BEING
INCLUSIVE OR HELPING A FRIEND. SMALL ACTIONS, LIKE INVITING
SOMEONE NEW TO JOIN IN A GAME, CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE.

TALK ABOUT SAFE AND PRACTICAL WAYS TO RESPOND TO BULLYING.
ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO SUPPORT THE PERSON BEING TARGETED —

WHETHER THAT MEANS STANDING BESIDE THEM, SAYING SOMETHING KIND, OR
FINDING A TRUSTED ADULT. ROLE-PLAY SCENARIOS TOGETHER TO BUILD THEIR
CONFIDENCE IN SPEAKING UP. EMPHASISE THAT SAFETY COMES FIRST AND
THAT WALKING AWAY OR SEEKING HELP IS ALWAYS THE RIGHT THING TO DO.

GET INVOLVED IN SCHOOL OR COMMUNITY EVENTS THAT PROMOTE KINDNESS
AND RESPECT. WHETHER IT’S WEARING ODD SOCKS, CREATING POSTERS, OR
JOINING DISCUSSIONS ABOUT INCLUSION, THESE ACTIVITIES HELP CHILDREN
UNDERSTAND THAT EVERYONE HAS A ROLE TO PLAY IN STOPPING BULLYING.

TALK ABOUT HOW SMALL POSITIVE ACTIONS — SMILING AT SOMEONE,
CHECKING IN ON A FRIEND, OR INCLUDING OTHERS — CAN HELP BUILD A

CULTURE OF KINDNESS.

AFTER HALF TERM OUR VALUES WILL FOCUS ON ANTI-BULLYING WEEK. YOU CAN SUPPORT
YOUR CHILD AT HOME BY:



Enrichment week timetable

Please see the timetable below and prepare yourselves for coming in during enrichment week

Alumni mentoring reminder
Well done to those students staying behind for alumni mentoring this week, this will continue through to exams so
please, if you are interested, speak to Mr Whitehead or Ms Wallace.

Rewards Trips – Top of the Mocks!
Spaces on a Go Karting trip and a wealth of Nando’s vouchers are up for grabs, depending on which you prefer.
These will go to the 30 students with the greatest improvement in results from the summer mock exams to the
November mocks. Those revising hardest will secure these prizes!

Year 11 mock exams timetable
See next page for timetable

Well done on finishing the first half term of Year 11. It has been a long but rewarding one! A massive congratulations
for excellent attendance at school and for Period 7 lessons, you have been a credit to the school. The next step is
ensuring all the wonderful focus inside the classroom translates to wonderful exam performance! Focused revision
has to take place over half term, as well as over enrichment week to ensure you consolidate what you have learned
over the last eight weeks and during year 10.

Please read this update closely as it contains key information regarding enrichment week and your mock exams
(timetables for both attached, and available on ClassCharts).

Lastly, have a productive and healthy break. Remember not to neglect your sleep. It is, of course, great nature’s
second course, and chief nourisher in life’s feast.

Mr Whitehead

Hello Year 11,

NOTICES



Morning exams start at 8.40am. Mid-morning exams start at 11.10am. Afternoon exams start at 1.30pm 
You MUST be on time for all your exams. If you are late, your work might not be accepted.
If you are sick on the day of an exam, you MUST contact the school as soon as possible 
You MUST be in FULL SCHOOL UNIFORM for ALL your exams 
You are under formal examination conditions from the moment you enter the exam room until the point at which you are permitted to leave. 
Mobile phones, watches, Air pods, MP3/4 player, smart devices are to be handed over before you enter the exam room. 
Water may be brought in, however labels MUST BE REMOVED and given to an invigilator. Food and fizzy drinks are not permitted
Paper/notes etc must be removed from pockets and placed in bags or on the floor 
Any breach of examination conditions is considered as malpractice* and can lead to DISQUALIFICATION! 

Malpractice includes (but not limited to): A breach of the instructions or advice of an invigilator in relation to the examination rules and regulation; Failing to abide by the conditions of
supervision designed to maintain the security and integrity of the examination; Disruptive behaviour in the examination room (Including use of offensive language); Introducing
unauthorised material into the exam room; Exchanging, obtaining, receiving, passing on information (or attempt to) by means of talking, written or non-verbal communication.
(www.jcq.uk/examss-office/malpractice)

Information for candidates: https://www.mulberrywoodside.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Examinations_Information-for-Candidates.pdf
Preparing to sit for your exams: https://www.mulberrywoodside.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Preparing-to-sit-your-exams-2024_25.pdf

https://www.mulberrywoodside.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Examinations_Information-for-Candidates.pdf
https://www.mulberrywoodside.org/wp-content/uploads/https:/ww
https://www.mulberrywoodside.org/wp-content/uploads/https:/ww
https://www.mulberrywoodside.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Preparing-to-sit-your-exams-2024_25.pdf

