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Knowledge dumps
A knowledge dump is when you write down everything you can remember about a topic. They are a useful 

tool for finding out what you know and where the gaps are in your knowledge.

When writing knowledge dumps:

Do: Don’t:
ü …write from memory.

ü …check what you have written against a 

textbook or knowledge organiser.

ü …connect information together in a spider 

diagram format (see below). This will allow you 

to remember more.

X …copy information from textbooks and 

knowledge organisers.

X …assume that everything you have written is 

correct.

X …write a list (see below).

How to write a knowledge dump:

1. Use an empty piece of paper and write the date at the top of the page.

2. Without any support, write down the first thing you can remember about the topic you have 

chosen. Use single words or phrases.

3. As this fact triggers more information, write those facts down. Connect the facts together with lines 

or arrows.

4. Once you can’t remember anything else about the area you started writing about, try to remember 

another fact to start another ‘web’ of knowledge. Stop once you can’t remember anything else.

5. Using a knowledge organiser or textbook, check and correct your knowledge using a different 

coloured pen.

6. Keep your knowledge dump. This will allow you to compare knowledge dumps over time so you can 

see your success.

7. Note down what you corrected or added. Practise these gaps using flashcards or quizzing.
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